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Health  Centre, 
Murivance, 


Shrewsbury, 

August,  1954. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury . 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1953. 
This  report  does  in  general  follow  the  pattern  of  those  of  previous 
years  in  order  to  maintain  continuity  and  to  facilitate  reference. 

The  main  part  of  the  report  is  almost  entirely  factual,  but  in 
this  foreword  I  propose,  as  well  as  directing  attention  to  certain 
matters,  to  make  various  comments  and  indicate  some  deductions 
which  may  be  drawn. 

General  Comments 

It  would  perhaps  be  advantageous  before  considering  individual 
items  to  review  the  general  factors  contributing  to  the  health  of 
the  Borough. 

The  town  is,  by  nature,  favourably  situated  with  a  wide  surround 
of  farmland  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  water.  This  year  the  weather 
was  favourable,  with  shade  temperatures  falling  between  the 
extremes  of  21°  F.  in  January  and  85°  F.  in  August  and  the  rainfall 
being  slightly  less  than  that  of  recent  years. 

The  prosperity  and  financial  well-being  of  the  community 
appear  to  be  well  maintained.  This  would  enable  many  to  take 
advantage  of  the  plentiful  and  wide  range  of  foodstuffs  and  clothing 
available. 

During  the  year  a  record  number  of  new  houses  was  completed, 
so  enabling  many  families  to  move  from  shared,  overcrowded  or 
otherwise  unsatisfactory  accommodation. 

There  are,  fortunately,  no  serious  epidemics  to  record. 

The  above  factors  are  so  generally  favourable  that  it  is  with 
regret  I  present  the  other  side  of  the  picture.  It  is,  of  course, 
general  knowledge  that  the  present  demand  for  admission  to 
hospital  is  such  that  there  are  waiting  lists  and  delays  before  a 
bed  can  be  found  in  Shrewsbury  as  in  the  rest  of  the  country. 
Similarly,  the  services  of  doctors  and  dentists  are  in  high  demand. 


It  lias  not  been  possible  to  dispense  with  the  use  of  approximately 
800  houses  considered  unfit  for  habitation,  and  there  remained  at 
the  end  of  the  year  700  applications  from  families  in  rooms  or  other¬ 
wise  without  a  home  of  their  own. 

Although  not  all  the  Borough  is  yet  drained  by  sewers,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  some  time  this  will  largely  be  so,  the  sewage  disposal 
works  are  sometimes  overloaded.  The  resulting  effluent  has,  on 
occasions,  been  unsatisfactory  and  so  added  to  the  pollution  of 
the  River  Severn.  Plans  to  improve  the  treatment  of  sewage  have 
been  prepared  but,  until  the  national  financial  position  improves, 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  put  these  into  effect. 

While  it  might  be  expected  that  the  atmosphere  in  Shrewsbury 
would  be  clean,  it  comes  as  a  surprise  to  see  from  a  neighbouring 
height  the  overhanging  smoke  haze  formed  by  the  many  domestic 
and  factory  fires.  Further,  in  certain  of  the  narrow  streets,  particu¬ 
larly  those  with  high  buildings,  the  exhaust  fumes  of  motor  vehicles 
noticeably  pollute  the  air. 

A  few  individuals,  usually  the  aged,  are  referred  to  me,  and  I 
find  that,  in  spite  of  all  that  is  now  available  to  them,  they  are 
living  in  squalor  and  loneliness. 

My  department  has  not,  of  course,  been  able  during  this  year 
to  tackle  all  these  problems.  The  environmental  factors,  which 
are  primarily  and  traditionally  my  responsibility,  still  require 
considerable  attention.  Although  it  is  realised  that  vigilance  on 
environmental  matters  will  continue  to  be  necessary,  thought  and 
preliminary  work  have  been  devoted  to  some  of  these  other 
problems,  so  that  Shrewsbury  can  add  its  mite  to  the  common 
effort. 

It  is  widely  agreed  that  much  disease  and  injury  could  be 
prevented  by  a  greater  use  of  health  education,  that  much  dental 
decay  could  be  prevented  by  fluoridation  of  drinking  water,  and  that 
much  social  ill-health  could  be  prevented  by  improved  social 
training.  There  is,  of  course,  considerable  opportunity  in  these 
newer  spheres  of  work  for  overlappping  with  other  authorities, 
but  this  may  be  avoided  by  joint  action. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  population  has  continued  to  increase,  both  by  immigration 
and  by  natural  increase  (number  of  births  exceeding  number  of 
deaths) .  The  immigration  apparently  is  in  response  to  the  expanding 
industry  and  other  work  in  the  town. 

The  rise  in  the  birth  rate  may  be  due  to  the  facts,  firstly,  that 
many  families  are  obtaining  a  house  of  their  own  and,  secondly, 
that  many  of  the  immigrants  are  young  adults. 
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The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  and  consequently  in  the 
death  rate  is  due  to  many  small  increases  in  various  disease  and  age- 
groups.  This  year  deaths  in  the  large  mental  hospital  in  Shrewsbury 
are  no  longer  “  transferred  ”  to  the  original  place  of  residence. 
This  change  will  account  for  some  of  the  increase. 

While  the  infant  mortality  and  stillbirth  rates  are  both  above 
the  national  averages,  no  clear  explanation  of  this  is  apparent. 
The  totals  of  infant  deaths  for  this  and  the  previous  year  are 
identical  but,  on  analysis  by  causes,  no  consistent  pattern  emerges. 

Housing 

During  the  year  the  rents  of  Council  houses  were  re-assessed. 
Although  this  was  done  so  that  the  housing  revenue  account  might 
be  in  balance,  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  reduce  the  rents  of  the 
most  expensive  houses  to  the  general  level  of  post-war  houses.  It 
is  hoped  that  most  families  will  now  be  able  to  afford  these  rents. 
There  are,  however,  certain  families  who  state,  and  apparently 
justifiably,  that  they  cannot  afford  these  rents.  The  needs  of 
these  families  are  met,  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  vacation  of  low 
rented  accommodation  through  the  voluntary  transfer  of  the  tenants 
to  the  newer  high  rented  houses.  Some  families  are  also  assisted 
through  the  Corporation’s  Rent  Rebate  Scheme. 

Food 

From  the  beginning  of  April  the  sampling  of  food  and  drugs 
for  chemical  analysis  was  undertaken  by  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector.  In  reporting  this  transfer  of  duties  I  should  like  to 
place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  most  satisfactory  work  of 
the  Sampling  Officer,  Mr.  Holdaway,  who  is  also  the  Borough’s 
Weights  and  Measures  Inspector.  The  transfer  was  made  because 
the  amount  of  sampling  was  to  be  increased  and  the  sanitary 
inspectors  already  visit  the  shops  and  carry  out  sampling  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

It  will  be  noted  that  a  considerable  number  of  milks  are  reported 
by  the  Public  Analyst  as  “  not  genuine.”  On  investigation  it  is 
found  that  these  have  not  been  adulterated,  but  are  as  given  by 
the  cow.  Often  these  cows  belong  to  breeds  giving  a  high  volumetric 
yield  of  milk.  As  payment  for  milk  depends  primarily  on  volume, 
it  is  understandable  that  these  breeds  are  preferred,  even  though 
the  milk  may  not  be  of  the  expected  nutritive  standard.  Advice, 
usually  in  conjunction  with  the  local  Milk  Production  Officer,  is 
given  to  the  producer  to  improve  the  quality,  but  there  is  of  course 
no  legal  redress  when  the  milk  is  as  it  comes  from  the  cow,  even 
though  it  may  be  below  the  legal  standards.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
a  method  will  be  found  whereby  payment  for  milk  will  also  take 
into  account  its  nutritive  quality. 
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Staff 

The  temporary  arrangement  was  continued  whereby  the  services 
of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  shared  with  the  Salop  County 
Council,  pending  the  permanent  reorganisation  of  the  County  and 
County  District  Public  Health  Services. 

In  concluding  this  foreword  I  desire  to  record  my  thanks  to 
the  members  of  my  department  who  have  given  willing  and  loyal 
co-operation  throughout  the  year  and  to  my  colleagues  in  other 
departments  for  their  contributions  to  this  report  and  their  help 
at  other  times.  Finally,  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  the  consideration  shown 
to  me. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  G.  Roads, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1953 


Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  £348,048 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £1,396  3s.  5d. 

Area  of  the  Borough  (excluding  water)  in  acres  ...  ...  8,034 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  middle  of  1953)  46,230 

Persons  per  acre  calculated  on  above  population  ...  5.7 

Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1953)  ...  ...  13,120 


Male  Female 


Live  Births 


Total 


(Legitimate  347  3321 

(Illegitimate  16  15  j 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 
Stillbirths 


Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 ,000  Total  Births 

Deaths  ...  . 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  causes 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  per  1,000  Total  Births 
(live  and  still) 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE . 


710 


15.3 

21 

28.6 

512 

11.1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

29.6 


Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  29.4 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  Nil 
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WEATHER  CONDITIONS 

As  in  the  past  twenty-four  years,  daily  readings  and  weather 
recordings  have  been  continued  at  Monkmoor  Hospital,  where  a 
Climatological  Station,  approved  by  the  Air  Ministry,  is  situated. 

The  particulars  regarding  1953  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Rainfall. — The  total  rainfall  was  22.04  inches,  compared  with 
22.61,  29,14  and  27.82  inches  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  average  rainfall  is  25.74  inches. 

Sunshine.  —The  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded 
was  1,443.8  hours,  compared  with  1,439.3,  1,413.0  and  1,433.0 
hours  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

Temperatures. — Extremes  of  temperature  during  the  year  were  : 
Warmest  Day  (Highest  Shade  Maximum),  August  12th,  85° 
Warmest  Night  (Highest  Shade  Minimum),  August  13th,  62°. 

Coldest  Day  (Lowest  Shade  Maximum),  January  19th  and  March 
1st,  35°. 

Coldest  Night  (Lowest  Shade  Minimum),  January  5th,  21°. 

The  hottest  days  in  the  sun  were  on  July  5th,  August  7th  and 
12th,  with  122°. 


Weather  Statistics.  Shrewsbury,  1953. 
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POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population  of 
Shrewsbury  for  1953,  including  members  of  the  armed  forces 
stationed  in  the  area,  was  46,230,  compared  with  45,910  in  the 
previous  year.  This  is  the  highest  estimated  population  so  far 
recorded. 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  in  1953  was  710,  compared  with 
663,  661  and  665  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  birth  rate  was  15.3  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
14.4,  14.5  and  14.5  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  710  live  births  may  be  analysed  as  follows  : — 

Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Male  .  347  16  )  710 

Female  ...  ...  332  15  J 


Illegitimate  Births 

There  were  31  illegitimate  births,  compared  with  26,  37  and  30 
in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  was  0.67  per  1,000  population, 
illegitimate  births  being  a  percentage  of  4.4  of  the  total  live  births. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  21  stillbirths,  compared  with  16,  18  and  21  in  the 
previous  years  respectively. 

The  stillbirth  rate  was  0.45  per  1,000  population,  the  stillbirths 
being  a  percentage  of  2.8  of  the  total  births. 

A  comparison  of  the  adjusted  birth  rate  and  stillbirth  rate 
between  Shrewsbury  and  the  average  of  other  areas  is  set  out  in 
the  following  table  : — 

Rate  per  1 ,000  Population 


Live  birth 

Stillbirth 

England  and  Wales 

15.5 

0.35 

London 

17.5 

0.38 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns 

17.0 

0.43 

160  Smaller  Towns 

15.7 

0.34 

Shrewsbury  . 

15.4 

0.45 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  512,  compared  with 
475,  602  and  488  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

Of  the  512  deaths,  249  were  males  and  263  females. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  11.1,  but,  by  applying  the  compara¬ 
bility  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  adjusted 
death  rate  became  11.3. 

Of  the  512  deaths,  335  persons  were  65  years  of  age  or  over. 

If  the  main  causes  of  death  are  grouped,  it  will  be  seen  that 
418  of  the  512  deaths  can  be  allocated  to  four  groups  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Heart  disease...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

(2)  Other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System, 

including  Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous 
System  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

(3)  Cancer  (all  sites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

(4)  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respir¬ 

atory  Disease,  including  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

There  were  6  deaths  from  suicide  and  4  from  motor  vehicle 
accidents. 

Of  the  child  population,  there  were  21  infant  deaths  (under  one 
year  of  age),  6  deaths  of  children  from  one  to  five  years,  and  no 
deaths  of  children  from  6  to  15  years  of  age. 

A  comparison  between  the  adjusted  death  rate  of  Shrewsbury 
and  the  average  of  other  areas  is  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


Death  Rate  per 
1 ,000  Population 


England  and  Wales  ... 

London 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 
160  Smaller  Towns 

Shrewsbury  . 


11.4 

12.5 
12.2 
11.3 
11.3 


Causes  o!  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1953 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  aces  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  District 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Under  p 

fM 

CO 

iO 

o 

1C 

o 

<M 

>0 

CO 

VO 

Tt< 

a  Jr, 

*  s 

>o  o 

CO 

249 

263 

21 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

10 

21 

116 

335 

Tuberculosis,  Respira¬ 
tory 

6 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

forms 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infec- 

tions 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

■ - - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and 

Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

— 

i 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Stomach 

6 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Lung,  Bronchus 

11 

1 

2 

6 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Breast 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Uterus 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

25 

21 

2 

15 

29 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

3 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  Ner- 

vous  System... 

38 

52 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

20 

66 

Coronary  Disease,  An- 

gma . 

46 

35 

— 

— 

3 

21 

57 

Hypertension  with  Ht. 

Disease 

6 

7 

4 

9 

Other  Heart  Disease 

35 

47 

1 

2 

17 

62 

Other  Circulatory  Dis- 

ease 

9 

6 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

2 

2 

10 

Influenza 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

8 

16 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

' _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

i 

6 

13 

Bronchitis 

19 

11 

1 

_ 

i 

7 

21 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  System 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

Duodenum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- - 

_ 

— 

— 

- - 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malforma- 

tions 

2 

2 

4 

Other  Defined  and  ill- 

defined  Diseases 

16 

31 

14 

3 

1 

3 

3 

23 

M.T.  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

l 

1 

1 

1 

All  other  Accidents  ... 

4 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

5 

Suicide 

5 

i 

_ 

3 

3 

Homicide  and  opera- 

tions  of  War... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

— 

— 

— 

over 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  21, 
compared  with  21,  13  and  12  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  accordingly  30  per  1,000 
live  births,  compared  with  32,  20  and  18,  in  the  previous  years 
respectively. 

These  deaths  are  analysed  by  causes  and  duration  of  life  in 
the  accompanying  table.  While  it  is  seen  that  the  total  number  of 
deaths  in  this  year  is  identical  with  that  in  the  previous  year  the 
pattern  as  shown  by  cause  and  age  is  not  consistent. 


Infant  Mortality,  1953 


Net  deaths  from  stated  causes  under  1  year  of  age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under 

1  month 

1  month  and 
under  3  months 

3  months  and 
under  6  months  j 

6  months  and 
under  9  months 

9  months  and  j 

under  12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1  year  ! 

Prematurity 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

i 

- — 

— 

— - 

6 

Birth  Injury 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Congenital  Malformation 

3 

1 

— 

_ 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

2 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

i 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

i 

Drowning 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Totals  ... 

13 

3 

— 

— 

16 

2 

3 

— 

21 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Sabido,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  on  the  water  supply  of  the  town.  The 
statistics  of  the  laboratory  examinations  carried  out  at  Shelton 
Waterworks  are  shown  as  maximal  and  minimal  results. 

“  During  the  year  under  review  Shelton  Head  Works  have 
supplied  the  whole  of  the  Undertaking’s  water  requirements  free 
of  all  restrictions.  The  average  daily  quantity  supplied  amounts 
to  2,000,572  gallons,  which  is  equivalent  to  43.04  gallons  per  head 
per  day.  The  per  capita  consumption  is  less  than  the  previous 
year  due  to  efforts  in  waste  detection. 

“  Routine  daily  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analyses  have 
been  carried  out  at  Shelton  on  the  water  at  separate  stages  in 
treatment.  The  results  obtained  from  these  examinations  are  given 
in  the  accompanying  table. 

“  During  the  year  the  practice  of  making  the  routine  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  of  drinking  water  samples  drawn  from  house¬ 
holds  at  random  was  maintained.  One  hundred  and  seventy-four 
such  examinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  all  samples 
were  found  to  be  sterile.  The  water  supplied  to  the  Authorised 
Area  has  maintained  the  very  high  standard  of  purity  demanded 
for  public  water  supplies  in  this  country. 

“  As  recorded  in  previous  reports  there  was  some  concern  about 
the  water  supply,  derived  from  deep  wells,  to  a  group  of  seven 
houses  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  However,  the  necessary  main 
has  now  been  laid  and  these  houses  have  been  connected  to  the 
Town  Supply. 

“  Some  trouble  was  experienced  with  a  very  old  main  which  was 
badly  corroded.  At  one  period  two  samples  taken  from  taps  in  the 
houses  indicated  small  counts  of  the  non-faecal  type,  although 
nearby  samples  were  highly  satisfactory.  This  suggested  the  cause 
as  being  peculiar  to  these  houses,  and  it  must  be  pointed  out  that 
attachments  to  taps  are  a  possible  source  of  contamination.  How¬ 
ever,  the  main  has  been  scraped  and  re-lined  with  bitumen,  and  it 
is  now  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

“  The  length  of  new  mains  laid  within  the  Water  Area  during 
the  year  was  3.3  miles.” 

The  water  supply  position  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  town  as 
computed  in  the  year  1953  may  be  summarised  as  follows 

Total  number  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  13,120 

Total  number  of  houses  with  a  Corporation 

piped  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,071 

Houses  without  a  piped  supply,  i.e.,  from 
wells  or  streams 


49 
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Swimming  Baths 

During  the  year  the  water  in  the  swimming  baths  was  examined 
bactcriologically  on  30  occasions.  Of  these  there  were  18  samples 
reported  to  be  highly  satisfactory,  7  not  entirely  satisfactory, 
and  5  unsatisfactory.  On  investigation  the  water  was  apparently 
adequately  chlorinated  and  the  adverse  results  were  probably 
due  to  excessive  contamination  of  the  water.  The  matter  was 
reported  to  the  appropriate  committee,  who  have  arranged  to 
have  various  improvements  made. 


Drainage,  Closet  Accommodation,  Sewerage  and  Public  Cleansing 


The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  A.  T.  Morris,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  : — 

“  Main  Drainage. — Twenty  houses  in  Reabrook  Avenue  were 
connected  to  the  newly-laid  sewer  in  the  road  upon  completion 
of  the  South  Eastern  Outfall  Sewer  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  new  house  was  built  without  connection  to  sewerage 
system. 


The  South  Eastern  Outfall  Sewer  and  the  new  pumping  main 
between  this  and  the  Coleham  Pumping  Station  were  completed 
and  brought  into  operation. 

“  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — Refuse  collection  and  disposal 
by  controlled  tipping  was  continued  at  the  usual  high  standard, 
with  normal  extensions  of  the  service  to  new  development.” 

The  present  position  as  regards  sewage  disposal  in  the  town 
as  estimated  during  1953  is  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  ...  13,120 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  Corpor¬ 
ation  Sewers  ...  ...  ...  12,731  12,968 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  independ¬ 
ent  sewage  disposal  works,  e.g.,  cess¬ 
pits,  septic  tanks  ...  ...  237 

Number  of  houses  relying  on  earth,  pail 

or  chemical  closets  ...  ...  ...  152 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Stanley,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  report  : 

“  The  resignation  of  two  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  left  to  take 
up  senior  appointments  elsewhere,  caused  some  dislocation  in  the 
routine  work  of  the  summer  months. 

In  spite  of  a  recognised  shortage  of  Sanitary  Inspectors 
throughout  the  country,  we  were  able  to  obtain  well-qualified  and 
experienced  successors. 
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The  clearance  of  unfit  houses  proceeded  rather  slowly,  but 
a  little  progress  was  seen.  Sixteen  dwellings  were  demolished 
— ten  of  these  being  in  the  first  post-war  Clearance  Area.  A  block 
of  thirteen  houses  in  Coalwharf  Square  was  defined  as  a  Clearance 
Area.  Undertakings  not  to  use  the  premises  for  human  habitation 
were  accepted  in  respect  of  three  properties. 

The  policy  of  Slum  Clearance,  and  the  improvement  of  dwellings, 
received  official  encouragement  expressed  in  the  new  Housing  Rents 
and  Repairs  Bill  brought  before  Parliament.  The  enactment  of 
this  Bill  will  certainly  throw  more  work  on  to  the  Public  Health 
Department,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  assist  materially  in  the  rectifying 
of  a  most  serious  social  problem  which  has  been  with  us  for  so  long. 

The  demand  for  caravan  licences  continued.  The  adoption  of 
this  mode  of  living,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  was  due  to  the  force 
of  circumstances  rather  than  the  applicant’s  choice.  Most  of  the 
caravans  were  occupied  by  married  couples  without  children,  and 
no  cases  of  overcrowding  were  found.  In  order  to  secure  uniformity 
and  proper  control  of  caravans  stationed  within  the  Borough,  the 
Council  submitted  draft  byelaws  to  the  Minister  ;  the  outcome  of 
which  will  be  awaited  with  interest. 

An  interesting  and  important  addition  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
duties  was  involved  in  the  transfer  of  food  and  drugs  sampling 
from  the  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
May  I  here  express  appreciation  of  the  help  given  by  Mr.  Holdaway 
anci  his  Staff  in  effecting  a  smooth  changeover.  As  anticipated, 
it  was  possible  to  increase  the  number  of  food  and  drugs  samples 
taken  in  1953,  as  compared  with  previous  years.  Unsatisfactory 
milk  samples  gave  the  most  cause  for  concern  in  the  way  of  milk-fat 
deficiencies.  Possibly  this  is  a  legacy  of  wartime  policy,  so  necessary 
at  that  particular  time,  of  quantity  before  quality. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  new  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment 
Bill  was  introduced.  With  far-reaching  proposals,  including 
construction,  equipment  and  cleanliness  of  premises  and  the 
extension  of  the  registration  powers  contained  in  Section  14  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  increased  activity  on  the  part  of 
Health  Officers  is  foreseen. 

To-day’s  general  trend  towards  mass-production  principles  was 
reflected  in  the  ice-cream  trade,  where  the  majority  of  retailers 
preferred  to  obtain  their  supplies  from  the  larger  manufacturer. 
There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  retailers,  as  compared 
with  the  number  registered  in  the  previous  j'ear. 

Steady  progress,  as  far  as  food  hygiene  was  concerned,  was 
made  in  Shrewsbury.  Statistics  would  in  no  way  fully  explain 
the  amount  of  good  work  carried  out  after  discussions  with  individual 
proprietors  or  representatives  of  the  larger  multiple  firms  who 
were  ever  ready  to  carry  out  suggestions  which  appeared  sound 
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and  reasonable.  It  would  be  folly  to  assume  that  conditions  are 
ideal  ;  and  there  is  no  cause  for  complacency.  But  progress  is 
definite  and  is  being  continued  by  both  direct  and  indirect  approach. 

The  Council  has  certain  responsibilities  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  of  factories  within  its  district.  It  was  found  that  the 
generally  satisfactory  standard  was  maintained. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  outworkers 
employed  by  local  manufacturing  firms.  Some  forty-three  out¬ 
workers’  homes  were  visited  and  compliance  with  regulations  was 
observed. 

Shrewsbury’s  air  pollution  problem,  on  first  thoughts,  might 
be  considered  negligible.  Industrial  and  other  chimneys,  with 
excessive  emission,  present  only  one  facet.  Causing  just  as  much 
concern  is  the  discharge  of  fumes  from  vehicular  traffic  passing 
through  the  town  streets.  In  Pride  Hill  the  combination  of  circum¬ 
stances — slow-moving  heavy  vehicles,  low-geared  to  take  the 
incline,  and  a  comparatively  narrow  thoroughfare  flanked  on  either 
side  by  buildings — makes  this  particularly  noticeable. 

The  many  and  varied  duties  relating  to  sanitary  administration 
were  given  the  attention  due.  The  year  was  one  of  steady,  if  not 
spectacular,  progress. 

Once  more,  a  word  of  thanks  and  appreciation  to  my  colleagues 
in  the  Department,  and  to  those  in  other  offices,  who  have  so  ably 
contributed  to  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year.” 


Complaints  Received  during  the  Year 

There  were  701  complaints  received,  and  these  were  investigated 
in  accordance  with  the  following  analysis  : — 


Table  I 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Number  Received. 

Housing  Defects 

122 

Defective  Dustbins  ... 

5 

Choked  and  Defective  Drains  and  Sewers... 

100 

Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 

17 

Relative  to  Unsound  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

129 

Verminous  Premises  - 

(«)  Bugs  . 

7 

( b )  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations 

177 

( c )  Beetles,  Crickets,  and  Other  Insects 

22 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Poultry  ... 

5 

Unsatisfactory  Milk  Supplies 

2 

Miscellaneous 

115 

Total 

701 

Premises  Inspected. 


The  following  summary  indicates  the  number  of  inspections  of 
various  premises  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Nature  of  Inspection 

Number  of 
Visits 

Dwelling-houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 

1,994 

Dwelling-houses  under  Housing  Acts 

1 ,052 

Infected  Dwelling-houses  : — 

(a)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

37 

(b)  Contacts  ... 

75 

(c)  Fumigations  after  infectious  diseases  ... 

12 

( d )  Phthisis  enquiries  and  fumigations 

22 

F.lementary  Schools  and  Church  Halls 

7 

Business  Premises 

34 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Billiard  Halls 

19 

Fairgrounds 

8 

Factories  Acts  : — 

Factories,  with  mechanical  power  ... 

222 

Factories,  without  mechanical  power 

28 

Outworkers’  premises 

43 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  .... 

70 

Offensive  Trade  Premises... 

15 

Stables,  Piggeries,  Keeping  of  Animals  .. . 

137 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

9 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

347 

Drainage  :  Testing  by 

Smoke  ... 

12 

Water  ... 

41 

Coloured  Water 

125 

Breaking  down 

5 

re  Public  Sewers... 

243 

Drainage  Work  in  Progress 

57 

Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire  (S.  60,  Public  Health  Act,  1936) 

10 

Watercourses  and  Ditches 

46 

Land  and  Tips 

78 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools,  Urinais... 

383 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

459 

Visits,  not  Inspections 

596 

Nature  of  Inspection 

Number  of 
Visits 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

(a)  Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

Act,  1949)  . 

490 

(6)  Bug  Infestations  .. . 

34 

(c)  Beetles 

23 

(d)  Other  Vermin 

60 

Inspections  re  Supervision  of  Food  : — 

Unfit  Foodstuffs  other  than  Meat  ... 

342 

Slaughterhouses 

28 

Markets 

29  ' 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (Section  13)  :  — 

Bakehouses 

55 

Butchers’  Shops 

127 

Factory  Canteens 

17 

Restaurant  Kitchens,  etc.  ... 

109 

Hotel  and  Beerhouse  Bars  and  Cellars  : — 

Day  Inspections... 

91 

Night  Inspections 

— 

Other  Premises  ...  *.. 

365 

Section  14  : — 

Sausage  Manufacturers 

37 

Preserved  Meat  Preparation  Premises 

32 

Preserved  Fish  Preparation  Premises 

58 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

240 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Milk  Sampling  for  Bacteriological  Examination  and 

Biological  Test  for  Tuberculosis 

163 

Contraventions  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ... 

14 

Dairies  at  Farms 

8 

Milkshops  and  other  Dairies 

84 

Cowsheds 

2 

Shops  Act,  1950,  and 

Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938 

336 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Sampling 

124 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

29 

Total  Visits  by  Sanitaryjlnspectors 

9,082 

25 


Notices  Served 

Administrative  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  secure 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  to  enforce  the  appropriate  statutory 
enactments  as  follows  : — 


Subject  of  Notice 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Milk  and 
Dairies 
Regs. 

Food  and 
Drugs  Act 
S.  13  and  14 

Factories 
Act,  1937 

Shops 

Acts 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
served 

128 

7 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
complied  with 

138 

— 

10 

— 

— 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) 

37 

_ 

6 

_ 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
served 

57 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
complied  with 

72 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) 

18 

_ 

Number  of  Prosecutions 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

Sanitary  Improvements  Effected  at  Dwelling-houses 
as  a  Result  of  Statutory  and  Informal  Notices  Issued 

(Number  of  premises,  217) 


Number 

Complied 

with 

Defective  Drains  ... 

Choked  Drains 

Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation 
Absence  of  proper  sink 
Defective  water  closets  ... 

Defective  gullies  ... 

Defective  Sink 
Defective  sink  waste  pipes 
Defective  W.C.  cisterns  and  fittings 
Burst  water  pipes 
Insufficient  water  supply... 

Defective  soil  pipes 
Dampness  arising  from  : — 

Defective  roofs 
Defective  eaves-gutters  ... 

Defective  down-spouts 
Defective  brickwork  and  pointing 
Defective  damp-proof  courses  . . . 

Defective  yard  paving 
Defective  chimney  flues  ... 

Galvanized  metal  dustbins  provided 
Defective  window-frames  and  sash-cords 
Defective  floors 
Defective  stairs 

Defective  plaster  to  walls  and  ceilings  ... 

Defective  Doors  ... 

Defective  fireplaces  and  cooking  ranges 
Defective  wash-boilers 
Defective  and  dangerous  chimney  stacks 
Defective  and  bulging  external  walls  . . . 

Defective  and  bulging  party  walls 
Filthy  condition  of  premises 
Accumulation  of  manure  or  offensive  matter 
Miscellaneous 


Additional  Unsatisfactory  Conditions  remedied  by  Verbal  Intimations 


Nature  of  Inspection 

No.  of 
Premises 

Structural 

Defects 

Dirty 

Conditions 

Dwelling  houses  (Public  Health  Acts)  ... 

24 

17 

7 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

1 

1 

i 

Ice  Cream  Premises  (Sale/Manufacture) 

2 

O 

— 

Bakehouses 

4 

1 

3 

Other  Food  Preparation  Premises 

10 

4 

6 

Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  . . .  1 

3 

3 

— 

Shops  (Shops  Act,  1950) 

— 

— 

— 

Business  Premises 

0 

— 

Smoke  N uisance  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Keeping  Animals 

3 

— 

3 

Cinemas  ... 

2 

•) 

1 

Factories  (Mechanical  Power)  ... 

5 

— 

5 

Factories  (Non  Mechanical  Power) 

3 

1 

2 

1 1 


1 3 

8 

1 
7 
I  I 


56 

15 

6 

10 

4 


12 

20 

20 

5 

48 

10 

24 

5 

5 

■) 

1 
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FACTORY  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

The  following  statistics,  required  under  the  provisions  of  this 
legislation,  are  appended  : — 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1 .  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  G 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities... 

44 

28 

— 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

184 

222 

— 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out- workers’ premises) 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

237 

250 

Nil 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  whicli  defects  were 
found 

Number 

of 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

8 

8 

— 

— 

(e)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) ... 

'■ — 

— 

_ 

— 

Total 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  1 10 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

 .  

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

. 

Wearing  apparel¬ 
making,  etc. 

43 

— 

— 

— 

HOUSING 


Building  Progress  during  1953 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  ...  416) 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  138) 

Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,228 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . .  3,045 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  snb-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  54 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  01 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  under¬ 

taking  was  accepted  under  Sub-Section  (3)  of  Sec¬ 
tion  1 1  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  ...  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Corporation  Housing  Estates 

The  Housing  Manager,  Mr.  E.  Woodhead,  has  kindly  provided 

the  following  report  concerning  the  work  of  the  Housing  Depart¬ 
ment  : — 

“  Applications. — At  December,  1952,  the  number  of  outstanding 
applications  appeared  at  1,846.  At  December,  1953,  there  was  a  fall 
to  1,694.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  outstanding  applica¬ 
tions  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Analysis  of  outstanding  Applications  in  Family  Unit  Form 


In  Rooms 

Tenants 

Owners 

Total 

Childless  Couples 

397 

175 

12 

584 

One  Child 

260 

262 

14 

536 

Two  Children 

93 

241 

13 

347 

Three  Children 

28 

97 

0 

131 

Four  Children 

8 

41 

4 

53 

Five  and  over  Children 

4 

30 

3 

43 

Total 

790 

852 

52 

1694 
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“  It  was  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  following  were  the 
numbers  with  the  year  of  application  : — 

1948  or  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  Total 

before 

234  108  100  240  401  545  1694 

“It  is  quite  appreciated  that  many  of  the  234  applied  con¬ 
siderably  earlier  than  1948. 

“  Allocations. — During  the  year  we  have  seen  the  approach  of 
the  completion  of  the  Meadows  Estate.  At  December  31st  the  figure 
completed  stood  at  560  with  64  nearing  completion,  making  the 
full  total  of  624.  During  the  whole  of  the  year  wc  have  com¬ 
pleted  what  must  have  been  the  record  of  410  houses. 

“  Repairs  and  Inspections.— In  February  of  this  year  an  addi¬ 
tional  Housing  Inspector  was  appointed  making  two  inspectors. 
This  was  done  not  only  to  keep  pace  with  the  increasing  number 
of  houses,  but  also  to  increase  the  welfare  side  of  housing  manage¬ 
ment.  This  has  enabled  the  work  to  be  carried  out  in  much  more 
detail.  Also,  tenants  have  been  called  upon  to  pay  for  more  of  the 
repairs  required,  which  has  entailed  more  close  supervision.  At 
this  early  stage  there  are,  of  course,  the  usual  teething  troubles, 
but  it  is  anticipated  that  when  the  initial  difficulties  have  been 
overcome  the  work  will  be  conducted  more  smoothly.  During  the 
year  orders  issued  for  repairs  were  as  follows  : — - 

Direct  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,772 

Private  Contract  ...  ...  ...  350 

Total  .  4,122 


MUNICIPAL  HOSTEL  FOR  MEN 

The  Superintendent,  Mr.  E.  A.  Andrews,  has  kindly  provided 
the  following  report  for  the  year  1953  : — 

“  Number  of  beds  available  ...  ...  41 

Average  number  occupied  ...  ...  39-40 

“  Seventy-five  per  cent  are  regular  lodgers.  They  are  variously 
employed,  some,  as  civilian  employees  of  Service  establishments, 
others  being  engaged  in  industry  or  in  agriculture.  The  remainder 
are  ‘  casual  ’  or  ‘  short  stay  ’  men.  These  men  are  usually 
employed  on  building  sites  or  similar  public  works  undertakings. 
Their  work  may  take  them  up  to  twenty  miles  radius  from  the  town 
centre,  therefore  they  leave  early  in  the  morning  for  work  and  return 
late  at  night  to  the  hostel. 

“  On  and  from  1st  April,  1953,  the  following  revised  charges 
became  effective 

Nightly  ...  ...  ...  ...  3/- 

Weekly  ...  ...  ...  ...  21/- 

“  Old  Age  Pensioners  who  follow  no  employment  and  certain 
other  men  approved  by  the  Housing  Committee  were  allowed  to 
pay  at  the  old  rate  of  17/6  per  week. 

“  There  are  at  present  seven  Old  Age  Pensioners.” 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  registered  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1049  : — 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  36 

Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacillus 

Cultural  and  animal  tests  were  made  on  16  samples — one  of 
which  was  positive.  The  details  were  reported  to  the  local  veter¬ 
inary  officer  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  who 
managed  to  trace  the  affected  cow. 

Turbidity  Test 

The  nine  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Phosphatase  Test 

Fifty  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  One  was  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  On  investigation  the  pasteurising  plant  was 
found  to  have  been  temporarily  defective.  No  further  trouble 
lias  occurred  and  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

One  hundred  and  thirty-four  samples  were  subjected  to  the 
methylene  blue  test.  Subsequent  sampling,  in  the  case  of  seven 
adverse  reports,  gave  satisfactory  results. 

The  gradual  improvement  in  the  number  of  satisfactory  samples 
was  maintained. 

Ice  Cream 

Premises  registered  for  sale  and  manu¬ 
facture  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Premises  registered  for  sale  only  ...  Ill 

Forty-one  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  resulted  are  tabulated  below  : — 

No.  of  Grade  Grade  Grade  Grade 
Samples  I  II  III  IV 

41  27  11  3  Nil 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1938-40 

A  total  of  173  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  and  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis,  comprising  69  milk 
samples  (44  formal  and  25  informal),  81  foods  other  than  milk 
(4  formal  and  77  informal),  and  23  drugs  (all  informal). 


33 


Of  the  samples  taken  152  were  returned  as  genuine  and  21  as 
not  genuine,  of  which  IS  were  milk  and  3  food. 

The  following  tabulated  statements  give  particulars  of  the 
articles  sampled. 

(A)  MILK 


Number  of  Milk  samples  ... 

69 

Number  found  genuine 

51 

Number  not  genuine 

18 

Remarks  on  samples  returned  as  not  genuine. 

1.  Fat  2.75%.  Solids  not  fat  8.0%.  Deficient  of  8%  Fat,  also 
below  for  solids  not  fat.  No  added  water.  Confirmed  by 
freezing  point  test. 

2.  Fat  3.3%.  Solids  not  fat  8.4%.  Below  for  solids  not  fat.  No 
added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 

3.  Fat  3.75%.  Solids  not  fat  7.90%.  Below  for  solids  not  fat. 
No  added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 

4.  Fat  3.05%.  Solids  not  fat  7.90%.  Below  for  solids  not  fat. 
No  added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 

5.  Fat  3.1%.  Solids  not  tat  8.9%.  Deficient  of  22%  fat.  (On 
“  Channel  Island  ”  standard). 

6.  Fat  3.75%.  Solids  not  fat  9.0%.  Deficient  of  6.25%  fat.  (On 
“  Channel  Island  ”  standard). 

7.  Fat  3.65%.  Solids  not  fat  9.35%.  Deficient  of  8.75%  fat. 
(On  “  Channel  Island  ”  standard). 

8.  Fat  2.8%.  Solids  not  fat  8.5%.  Deficient  of  7%  fat. 

9.  Fat  3.55%.  Solids  not  fat  8.3%.  Below  tor  solids  not  fat. 
No  added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 

10.  Fat  2.45%.  Solids  not  fat  8.55%.  Sample  deficient  to  the 
extent  of  18%  of  fat. 

11.  Fat  2.75%.  Solids  not  fat  8.75%.  Sample  deficient  to  the 
the  extent  of  8%  of  the  fat. 

12.  Fat  2.7%.  Solids  not  fat  8.4%.  Sample  deficient  to  the 
extent  of  10%  of  the  fat  ;  also  below  for  solids  not  fat.  No 
added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 

‘‘Appeal  to  cow”  samples  from  Nos.  10,  11  and  12  were 
taken  which  showed  cows  giving  milk  below  standard  for  fat. 

13.  Fat  4.35%.  Solids  not  fat  8.4%.  Below  standard  for  solids 
not  fat.  No  added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 

14.  Fat  3.5%.  Solids  not  fat  8.4%.  Below  for  solids  not  fat.  No 
added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 

15.  Fat  3.85%.  Solids  not  fat  8.40%.  Below  standard  for  solids 
not  fat.  No  added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 
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16.  Fat  3.55%.  Solids  not  fat  8.30%.  Below  standard  for  solids 
not  fat.  No  added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 

17.  Fat  3.75%.  Solids  not  fat  8.30%.  Below  standard  for  solids 
not  fat.  No  added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 

18.  Fat  3.60%.  Solids  not  fat  8.25%.  Below  standard  for  solids 
not  fat.  No  added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing  point  test. 


(B)  FOOD 

Number  of  food  samples  (other  than  milk)  81 
Number  found  genuine  ...  ...  ...  78 

Number  not  genuine  ...  ...  ...  3 

Name  and  number  of  articles  sampled  Informal 
Almond  Paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Baking  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Black  Puddings  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blancmange  Mixture  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brisling  in  Olive  Oil  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bubbly  Chewing  Gum  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cake  Flour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Candied  Peel  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chocolate  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Christmas  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Extract  ...  ...  1 

Condensed  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cooking  Fat  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cream  (Synthetic)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Custard  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dehydrated  Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dessicated  Cocoa-nut  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dripping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Duck  Paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

English  Honey  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fairy  Fruits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fish  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fish  Frying  Oil  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fish  Paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flour  .  1 

Fruities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gelatine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ginger  Ale  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Glace  Cherries  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ground  Ginger  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Horseradish  Sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Herrings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

IceCream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


Lemon  Curd  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Lemonade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lemonade  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malt  Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Marmalade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meat  Paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Mincemeat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mint  Sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mint  Sugar  Rock  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mustard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pea  Soup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pearl  Barley  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pepper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pickles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plums  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Popcorns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pudding  Spice  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sardines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sponge  Misture  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  ...  ...  ...  1 

Syrup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Table  Jelly .  1 

Tomato  Ketchup  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tomato  Sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Welsh  Rarebit  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Remarks  on  samples  returned  as  not  genuine 


1.  IceCream  Fat  1.9%.  Total  solids  25.8%.  Sugar  and  milk 

solids  up  to  standard.  Sample  62%  deficient 
in  the  fat  content.  (Subsequent  efforts  to 
obtain  formal  sample  proved  unsuccessful. 
Vendor  ceased  to  manufacture). 


2.  Ice  Cream  Fat  4.8%.  Total  solids  23.3%.  Milk  solids  up 

to  standard.  Sucrose  7.1%.  Sample  slightly 
below  respective  standards  for  fat  and 
sucrose.  (Follow-up  formal  sample  was 
genuine). 

3.  Tomato  Sauce  Up  to  standard  as  regards  copper.  Contains 

wheat  flour — which  should  be  stated  on  label. 
(Manufacturers  informed). 

Formal 


Herrings 
Ice  Cream 
Whisky 


1 

1 

2 
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(C)  DRUGS 


N umber  of  drug  samples  ... 

23 

Number  found  genuine 

23 

Number  not  genuine 

— 

Name  and  number  of  articles  sampled 

Informal 

Almond  Oil  ... 

1 

Ammoniated  Quinine  (tablets  of)  ... 

1 

Ammoniated  Tincture  of  Quinine 

1 

Aspirin 

1 

Aspirin  T ablets 

1 

Boracic  Acid  Crystals 

1 

Boracic  Acid  Ointment 

1 

Boracic  Acid  Powder 

1 

Calamine  Ointment 

1 

Calomel  T ablets 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

Cascara  Sagrada  T ablets  B .  P .  C .  ... 

1 

Castor  Oil 

1 

Compound  Tablets  of  Codeine 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

Gees’  Linctus 

2 

Glauber  Salts 

1 

Glycerine  of  Thymol 

1 

Liquorice  Powder  ... 

1 

Quinine  Tablets 

1 

Saccharine  T ablets 

1 

Tincture  of  Iodine  ... 

1 
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Public  Abattoir 

The  accompanying  table  classifies  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Superintendent,  Mr.  S.  R.  Reed,  and  his  assistant  : — 

Public  Abattoir 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


— 

Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

5,766 

2,988 

3,528 

25,652 

12,192 

Number  inspected 

5,766 

2,988 

3,528 

25,652 

12,192 

Dressed  carcases  inspected 

72 

216 

95 

336 

782 

Total  inspected 

5,838 

3,204 

3,623 

25,988 

12,974 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

38 

101 

136 

168 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

959 

530 

36 

1,007 

1,462 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

16.51 

17.72 

3.78 

4.39 

12.56 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

94 

7 

— 
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Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,278 

899 

— 

— 

425 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

22.02 

30.99 

0.19 

3.54 

Diseased  and  unsound  conditions  found  in  the  animals  dealt 
with  caused  the  detention  and  surrender  for  destruction  of  a  total 
weight  in  carcases  and  offal  of  104  tons,  11  cwts.,  62  lbs.,  given  in 
the  following  table. 


Beef  . 

Veal  . 

Mutton  and  Lamb 
Pork 


Carcases 
86,004  lbs.  f 
5,051  lbs.  I 
7,038  lbs.  / 
26,780  lbs.  J 


Offal 

109,381  lbs. 
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The  following  foodstuffs,  other  than  meat,  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  were  voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction  : — 


Fish  ... 

Bacon  and  Ham 
Dried  fruit  ... 
Preserved  Goods 
Cheese 
Sausage 
Pork  Pies 
Other  Foods 


356  lbs. 

3371  lbs. 

227  lbs. 

4,824  tins  and  jars 
651  ibs. 

1554  lbs. 

100 

701 lbs. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

The  notifications  of  infectious  disease  in  1953  were,  in  general, 
at  the  low  level  of  the  previous  year,  with  the  exception  of  measles. 
The  increase  here  was  almost  entirely  below  the  age  of  ten  years. 
Unfortunately  one  case  died,  a  girl  aged  18  months. 

There  were  95  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  with  one  death, 
a  boy  aged  18  months,  compared  with  98  cases  and  no  deaths 
in  1952. 

The  notifications  of  dysentery  were  much  reduced  and  again 
the  summer  months  were  clear. 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year  and  the 
causative  organism  found  to  be  Salmonella  typhi-murium.  The 
man  developed  symptoms  on  the  way  to  Shrewsbury.  He  had  been 
travelling  extensively  in  the  preceding  days  and  it  was  not  possible 
to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 

Two  other  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  removed  from  a  train 
passing  through  Shrewsbury.  The  cause  was  probably  Staphy¬ 
lococcal  enterotoxin  and,  after  treatment  for  two  days  in  hospital, 
they  resumed  their  journey.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
area  from  which  they  came  was  informed  but,  I  understand,  the 
source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced. 

The  one  case  of  acute  paralytic  poliomyelitis  developed 
symptoms  three  days  after  returning  from  a  holiday  by  the  sea. 
During  this  holiday  she  had  spent  six  days  in  hospital  where  she 
may  have  come  in  contact  with  a  convalescent  case  of  poliomyelitis. 

A  small  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  B.  fever  occurred  in  a  children’s 
ward  of  a  Shrewsbury  hospital.  One  nurse  was  affected  and  three 
children,  one  of  whom  developed  the  disease  at  home,  having  been 
discharged  some  days  before  the  first  case  was  recognised.  Appro¬ 
priate  precautions  were  instituted  and  no  further  spread  occurred. 
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One  case  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  a  surgical  ward  of  another 
Shrewsbury  hospital.  As  the  patient  had  had  during  the  previous 
week  a  variety  of  surgical  and  nursing  procedures  carried  out, 
various  precautions  were  instituted,  but  no  further  cases  occurred. 

The  Public  Health  Service  Laboratory  in  Shrewsbury  has 
continued  to  provide  a  most  satisfactory  service  for  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  water,  milks,  ice  cream,  and  in  connection 
with  infectious  disease. 

The  willing  assistance  of  the  Director  of  the  Laboratory  (Dr. 
A.  C.  Jones)  in  co-operating  in  field  epidemiology  is  very  much 
appreciated. 

Monthly  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1953 


(Excluding  Tuberculosis) 


Mohth 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

>> 

C  N 

2  5 

B  3 

C  ^ 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

Enteric- 

Fever 

Dysentery 

Food 

Poisoning 

Jan. 

1 

| 

3 

1 

1 

142 

12 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Feb. 

i 

2 

1 

— 

— 

121 

3 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

March  ... 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

203 

18 

— 

— 

12 

— 

April 

— 

i 

4 

1 

1 

73 

12 

— 

— 

1 

— 

May 

— 

i 

— 

_ 

— 

21 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June 

— 

2 

1 

— - 

— 

10 

6 

— 

— 

— 

July  ... 

i 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

August  ... 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Sept. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

October  . . . 

2 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

17 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

November 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

December 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

5 

17 

12 

3 

•) 

576 

95 

1 

3  1 

14 

1 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the 

Year,  1953 


Number  of  Cases  Notified 

notifiable  disease 

At  Ages 

— Years 

Total 

— 

— 

Cases 

At 

removed 

all 

Under 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

65 

to 

ages 

1 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

&  up- 

Hospital 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

44 

64 

wards 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

2 

I 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

17 

— 

— 

4 

7 

3 

i 

2 

— 

— 

7 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

:* 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 

2 

2 

i 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

i 

1 

i 

Pneumonia — 

Acute  Primary 

12 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

2 

3 

2 

— 

Acute  Influenzal 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Encephalitis — 

— 

- 

Infective 

Post-infectious 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Malaria... 

Dysentery 

14 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

2 

2 

4 

6 

13 

Measles... 

576 

22 

132 

169 

245 

3 

3 

2 

— 

21 

Whooping  Cough 

95 

9 

24 

32 

29 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

730 

34 

1 56 

205 

284 

7 

10 

13 

12 

9 

48 

TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0  to  1 
1—  6 
5—16 

. 

1 

1 

_ 

2  1 

_ 

_ 

_  _ 

15—26 

...  ... 

1 

5 

_  •) 

1 

— 

-  - 

25—36 

3 

5 

2  _ 

1 

1 

-  - 

35—45 

...  ... 

1 

3 

—  — 

1 

-  - 

45—55 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

_ 

-  - 

66—65 

2 

1 

i  — 

1 

1 

1 

65  and 

upwards 

i 

— 

—  — 

1 

■ —  — 

Totals  ... 

9 

16 

5  3 

6 

a 

1 
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Of  the  9  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  2  were  not  notified  before 
death. 


The  Phthisis  (Respiratory  or  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  Death 
Rate  for  the  year  was  0.17  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
0.15  in  the  previous  year. 

Although  this  death  rate  has  increased  it  may  be  a  chance 
effect  due  to  the  small  figures  involved.  Less  reassuring  is  the 
position  regarding  new  cases  notified.  It  will  further  be  seen  that 
the  greatest  increase  occurred  in  women  aged  15-45  years. 


The  Salop  County  Council,  as  Local  Health  Authority,  are  now 
responsible  for  work  in  connection  with  Diphtheria  Immunisation, 
Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  and  Vaccination. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  kindly  provided  the 
following  figures  relating  to  the  work  done  in  Shrewsbury  during 
1953. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  Immunisations 

Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  228 

By  General  Practitioners  217 
School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  9 

By  General  Practitioners  6 

Total  .  460 


Reinforcing 

Injection 

At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  426 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 


Total  .  572 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  45 

By  General  Practitioners  52 

School  Children  :  At  Clinic .  4 

By  General  Practitioners  — 

101 


Total 
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Vaccination 

At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  146 

By  General  Practitioners  234 
At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  8 

By  General  Practitioners  29 

Total  ...  ...  417 


Re- vaccination  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  11 

By  General  Practitioners  84 

Total  .  95 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

A  summary  of  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  connection  with  infectious  disease,  disinfection  and  disinfestation 
is  as  follows  : — 

Visits  made  in  connection  with  infectious 

disease  .  146 

Disinfection  carried  out  after  : — - 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Other  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  11 

Eighteen  houses  were  disinfected  by  Corporation  employees 
working  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  type  of  infestation  was  as  undermentioned  : — 

Bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13  houses 

Fleas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5  houses 

DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  number  of  premises  under  contract 
with  the  Corporation  for  disinfestation  was  as  follows  : — 

Business  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Private  dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

No  major  infestation  was  discovered. 


Primary 


Children  under 
year  of  age  : 

Others  : 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  1948  AND  1951 
Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  person  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

No  application  was  made  for  an  Order  for  removal  to  hospital  ; 
but  4  old  persons  requiring  care  and  attention  were,  after  persuasion, 
admitted  to  hospital.  Five  others  were  kept  under  periodic  obser¬ 
vation. 

My  policy  is  to  use  these  powers  most  reluctantly  and  only 
after  exhausting  every  other  possibility  of  helping  these  pathetic 
persons. 
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